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INTRODUCTION 
 

 Many of us are familiar with the word GENEALOGY and its meaning—the study 
of family history.  Conversely, not many of us are clear about all that is involved with 
genealogical research.  Most of us did not become aware that we had a past worth 
exploring, until Alex Haley crashed the gates of the North American genealogical 
tradition with his epic piece ROOTS! 

On the other hand, for many of us who are involved with the preservation and 
reinterpretation of our past, we know genealogy as a science.  As a science, 
GENEALOGY involves not only tracing one’s familial past, for the joy of it, but, 
ensuring that the continuity of that lineage in the present for future generations.  In some 
instances this approach to genealogy assumes a more legal emphasis. For example, one 
can just imagine how quickly one’s family tree will grow, if an unknown wealthy relative 
were to bequeath his estate to you.  One would be faced with a serious challenge proving 
one’s lineage to that relative!  So, genealogical research as a science does not only affect 
how we perceive our past, but as the example implies, it can have serious repercussions 
in our contemporary lives. 

Additionally, genealogical research is considered a science primarily because of 
the methodological approach utilized to achieve the desired goals of the inquirer.  Firstly, 
evidence, (be it primary or secondary) has to be proven true by the inquirer.  In instances 
when the evidence is supported by facts, the end result is sanctioned and a complex 
puzzle of human experience is celebrated as a whole again.   

In terms of its scientific approach to family history, one must question whether, 
one method of inquiry is applicable, to all families in a multi-ethnic society?  Well, of 
course, the answer is no, especially in the case of groups who have experienced forced or 
voluntary migration.  It has been determined that a more nuanced approach to their study 
has to be adopted.  African American genealogical research carries with it the weight of 
proving our citizenship and tracing our lineage in the most unique of historical 
experiences—the system of slavery and all that it entailed.  Today, the task of 
genealogical research seems at times to be as daunting and insurmountable as the 
experiences of our ancestors themselves. This reality is compounded the manner of how 
records were kept (in other words, with little or no government or legal documentation).   

Mr. John F. Baker in his The Washingtons of Wessynton Plantation, helps us to 
navigate the complexities of finding one’s “Roots” as an African American in 
contemporary North America.  His monograph impresses upon us that the reality of that 
past is very instrumental to our survival and continuity in our world today.  By utilizing 
the genealogical approach specific to the African American experience we have benefited 
from his journey, one which has been as courageous as it has been enlightening.  The 
Washingtons of Wessynton Plantation also teaches us not only that we all have a story to 
tell, but that we all should embark on a journey of self-discovery!   

 
~ Abayomi Manrique 

Library Associate, 
Program Division 
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BOOKS 
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GENEALOGICAL DATABASES 
 
Genealogical databases for Census records and related materials can be located 
alphabetically on the Atlanta Fulton-Public Library System website (www.afpls.org): 

 
Select A-Z Databases 

 
At A, select AncestryLibraryEdition  
(access in an AFPLS Library; no remote access) 

 
 Select an option / tab  
 
 Type the name inquiry. 
 

See also: Ancestry Library Edition Quick User Guide (ProQuest, [2009]) at the 
Reference Desk. A related website, www.ancestry.com, has an African 
American Family History FEATURED COLLECTION with article guides, such 
as “The Six Phases of African American Genealogy” by Tony Burroughs.                                    
 
At H, select HeritageQuest Online Census  
(access also remotely with Library Card and the current GALILEO password);  

 
Select an option / tab  
 
Type the name inquiry. 

 
See also: Search Guide:  HeritageQuest Online (ProQuest, 2007) at more 
description or at the Reference Desk. 
 

For Newspaper Obituaries, on the afpls.org website, A-Z Databases list: 
 

At A, Select America’s Obituaries and Death Notices (Newsbank)  
(access also remotely with Library Card) 
 
Type the name inquiry. 
 
See also the online Tutorial at more description. 
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