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INTRODUCTION

The issue of trafficking in human beings, particularly women and children, is not
a new development by any means in Southern Africa. Like elsewhere in the world, it has
a long and complex history. The present research survey, undertaken by IOM* over a
relatively short period uncovered graphic details of how pervasive and dangerous this
trade can be... [T]he most hidden aspect of this trade in bodies, regardless of origin or of
gender or the purpose of the trade, is that within these bodies reside human beings with
hopes, dreams, emotions, and ambitions—and even a sense of justice; justice, which so
often eludes them when it matters most.

In the complete aforementioned International Organization of Migration (IOM)
2003 report, the organization’s apparent mission was to inform the world that the global
scourge of human trafficking (a modern euphemism for what amounts to chattel slavery)
has not ended and continues in the 21% Century. The irony of this report was that its
primary research data was gathered in contemporary Azania the land of former president
Nelson Mandela and Saartjie Baartman. While President Mandela suffered his share of
dehumanizing acts (and this comparison is no attempt to make light of that), it is the
atrocities against the African female body as represented in the experiences of Saartjie
Baartman, in all it forms that is the focus here.

Today, Saartjie Baartman symbolically represents the ongoing debate and
controversy surrounding what Janell Hobson calls “the larger historical context of the
attitudes toward the exhibition of the African female body.” This history—a history of
enslavement, colonial conquest and ethnographic exhibition—variously labeled the
African female body “grotesque,” “strange,” “unfeminine,” “lascivious,” and “obscene.
This ongoing controversy is further compounded by the underlying debate on questions
of who (determines) and what constitutes “beauty”. In our contemporary world the
“grotesqueness” of the African woman’s body, like that of Ms. Baartman’s earlier, is
highly politicized in the extraordinary focus on the buttocks. Today, the once defiled
“buttocks” of African women, like the thick lips of African people world wide, has now
become the new underground aesthetic of beauty. One only has to look at the world of
Western cosmetology and its obsession with the altering of the female body and one
would see the ghosts of many Saartjie Baartmans. This unfortunate irony is one of the
many cases of Western cultural chauvinism clashing with the “other.” What is even more
ironic and unfortunate is the cost to all humanity.
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~ Abayomi Manrique, Library Associate, AARL

! International Organization for Migration (IOM) Regional Office for Southern Africa Report: Seduction,
Sale, and Slavery: Trafficking in Women, and Children for Sexual Exploitation in Southern Africa by
Jonathan Martens, Maciej ‘Mac’ Pieczkowski and Bernadette van VVuuren-Smyth (Pretoria, South Africa,
May 2003, pps. 1-89).

2 Hobson, Janell. The “Batty” Politic: Toward an Aesthetic of the Black Female Body. Hypatia. Vol. 18,
No. 4. Women, Art, and Aesthetics (Autumn-Winter, 2003), pp. 87-105.



A poem for Sarah Baartman
By Diana Ferrus

“I’ve come to take you home —
home, remember the veld?
the lush green grass beneath the big oak trees
the air is cool there and the sun does not burn.
I have made your bed at the foot of the hill,

your blankets are covered in buchu and mint,

the proteas stand in yellow and white
and the water in the stream chuckle sing-songs

as it hobbles along over little stones.

| have come to wretch you away —
away from the poking eyes
of the man-made monster
who lives in the dark
with his clutches of imperialism
who dissects your body bit by bit
who likens your soul to that of Satan
and declares himself the ultimate god!

I have come to soothe your heavy heart
| offer my bosom to your weary soul
I will cover your face with the palms of my hands
I will run my lips over lines in your neck
I will feast my eyes on the beauty of you
and I will sing for you
for | have come to bring you peace.

I have come to take you home

where the ancient mountains shout your name.
I have made your bed at the foot of the hill,
your blankets are covered in buchu and mint,
the proteas stand in yellow and white —
I have come to take you home
where | will sing for you
for you have brought me peace.”

Source: www.southafrica.info/about/history/saartjie.htm
www.zar.co.za/baartman.htm
and other websites.



AUDIO-VISUAL

Maseko, Zola, et al. The Life and Times of Sara Baartman "The Hottentot Venus".
Brooklyn, NY: First Run/lcarus Films, 1998. 52 min.
CALL NUMBER: VHS 907.4 LIFE

Maseko, Zola, et al. The Return of Sarah Baartman. Brooklyn, NY: First Run/Icarus
Films, 2003. 52 min.
CALL NUMBER: VHS 305.40968 RETURN

BOOKS

Arnfred, Signe, et al. Re-Thinking Sexualities in Africa. Uppsala, Sweden: Nordiska
Afrikainstitutet, 2004. CALL NUMBER: 305.3 RE-THINKING

Bailey, Eric J. Black America, Body Beautiful: How the African American Image Is
Changing Fashion, Fitness, and Other Industries. Westport, CT: Praeger, 2008.
CALL NUMBER: 155.8496 BAILEY

Bankole, Katherine Kemi. Slavery and Medicine: Enslavement and Medical Practices in
Antebellum Louisiana. New York: Garland Pub., 1998.
CALL NUMBER: 610.9763 BANKOLE

Byrd, Ayana D and Akiba Solomon. Naked: Black Women Bare All About Their Skin,
Hair, Hips, Lips, and Other Parts. New York: Berkley Pub. Group, 2005.
CALL NUMBER: 305.488 NAKED

Byrd, W. Michael and Linda A. Clayton. An American Health Dilemma: The Medical
History of African Americans and the Problem of Race. New York:
Routledge, 2000. 2 v. CALL NUMBER: 362.1089 BYRD

Campbell, Gwyn, et al. Women and Slavery. Athens, OH: Ohio University Press, 2007.
2v. CALL NUMBER: 306.362082 WOMEN

Chase-Riboud, Barbara. Hottentot VVenus: A Novel. New York: Doubleday, 2003.
CALL NUMBER: 813.54 CHASE-RIBOUD

Chinyelu, Mamadou. Debunking the Bell Curve and Scientific Racism. New York:
Mustard Seed Press, 1995. CALL NUMBER: 305.8 CHINYELU

Coker, Naaz. Racism in Medicine: An Agenda for Change. London: King's Fund, 2001.
CALL NUMBER: 610.6 RACISM

Collins, Patricia Hill. Black Sexual Politics: African Americans, Gender, and the New
Racism. New York: Routledge, 2004. CALL NUMBER: 306.708996 COLLLINS

Crais, Clifton C. and Pamela Scully. Sara Baartman and the Hottentot Venus: A Ghost
Story and a Biography. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2009.
CALL NUMBER: B BAARTMAN




Douglas, Kelly Brown. Sexuality and the Black Church: A Womanist Perspective.
Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1999. CALL NUMBER: 230.082 DOUGLAS

Dubow, Saul. Scientific Racism in Modern South Africa. New York: Cambridge
University Press, 1995. CALL NUMBER: 305.800968 DUBOW

Edut, Ophira. Adids, Barbie: Young Women Write About Body Image and ldentity.
Seattle, WA: Seal Press, 1998. CALL NUMBER: 155.91 ADIOS

Ferguson, SallyAnn H. Nineteenth-Century Black Women’s Literary Emergence:
Evolutionary Spirituality, Sexuality, and ldentity: An Anthology. New York:
Peter Lang, 2008. CALL NUMBER: 810.9896 NINETEENTH

Gilman, Sander L. Race in Contemporary Medicine. New York: Routledge, 2008.
CALL NUMBER: 362.1089 RACE

Gottschild, Brenda Dixon. The Black Dancing Body: A Geography from Coon to Cool.
New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2003.
CALL NUMBER: 793.3089 GOTTSCHILD

Gunning, Sandra, et al. Dialogues of Dispersal: Gender, Sexuality and African Diasporas.
Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishing, 2004.
CALL NUMBER: 305.896 DIALOGUES

Holmes, Rachel. African Queen: The Real Life of the Hottentot VVenus. New York:
Random House, 2007. CALL NUMBER: B BAARTMAN

Hurtado, Aida. Voicing Chicana Feminisms: Young Women Speak out on Sexuality and
Identity. New York: New York University Press, 2003.
CALL NUMBER: 305.48 HURTADO

Jackson, John. P. Race, Racism, and Science: Social Impact and Interaction. Santa
Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO, 2004. CALL NUMBER: 305.8 JACKSON

McGee, Robyn. Hungry for More: A Keeping-It-Real Guide for Black WWomen on
Weight and Body Image. Emeryville, CA: Seal Press, 2005.
CALL NUMBER: 616.398 MCGEE

Metrosa, Elene V. Racial and Ethnic Disparities in Health and Health Care. New York:
Nova Science Publishers, 2006. CALL NUMBER: 362.1089 RACIAL

Parks, Suzan-Lori. Venus: A Play. New York: Theatre Communications Group, 1997.
CALL NUMBER: 813.54 PARKS

Phillips, Crystal. The Me | Knew | Could Be. New York: St. Martin's Press, 2001.
CALL NUMBER: 616.8526 PHILLIPS




Popenoe, Rebecca. Feeding Desire: Fatness, Beauty, and Sexuality Among a Saharan
People. New York: Routledge, 2004. CALL NUMBER: 306.4 POPENOE

Reid-Pharr, Robert. Conjugal Union: The Body, the House, and the Black American.
New York: Oxford University Press, 1999.
CALL NUMBER: 305.896 REID-PHARR

Rosenblum, Karen, et al. The Meaning of Difference: American Constructions of Race,
Sex and Gender, Social Class, Sexual Orientation and Disability. 5th ed.,
New York: McGraw-Hill Higher Education, 2008.
CALL NUMBER: 306.0973 MEANING

Savitt, Todd Lee. Race and Medicine in Nineteenth- and Early-Twentieth-Century
America. Kent, OH: Kent State University Press, 2007.
CALL NUMBER: 362.108996 SAVITT

Sharpley-Whiting, T. Denean. Black Venus: Sexualized Savages, Primal Fears, and
Primitive Narratives in French. Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 1999.
CALL NUMBER: 940.9352 SHARPLEY-WHITING

Shaw, Andrea Elizabeth. The Embodiment of Disobedience: Fat Black Women’s Unruly
Political Bodies. Lanham, MD: Lexington Books, 2006.
CALL NUMBER: 306.4613 SHAW

Wallace-Sanders, Kimberly. Skin Deep, Spirit Strong: The Black Female Body in
American Culture. Ann Arbor: The University of Michigan Press, 2002.
CALL NUMBER: 305.48 SKIN

Washington, Harriet A. Medical Apartheid: The Dark History of Medical Experimenta-
tion on Black Americans from Colonial Times to the Present. New York:
Doubleday, 2006. CALL NUMBER: 174.28 WASHINGTON

Willis, Deborah. The Black Female Body: A Photographic History. Philadelphia, PA:
Temple University Press, 20002. CALL NUMBER: 779 WILLIS

Wyatt, Gail Elizabeth. Stolen Women: Reclaiming Our Sexuality, Taking Back Our
Lives. New York: J. Wiley, 1997. CALL NUMBER: 306.708996 WYATT

DISSERTATION

Celious, Aaron Kabir. Blaxploitation Blues: How Black Women Identify With and Are
Empowered by Female Performers of Hip Hop Music. Ph.D. dissertation,
University of Michigan, 2002. CALL NUMBER: 305.48896 CELIOUS




JOURNAL ARTICLES

There are numerous reviews of the afore-noted publications. For example,

Young, Jean. “The Re-objectification and Re-commodification of Saartjie Baartman in
Suzan-Lori Parks’s Venus,” African American Review, v.31, no.4 (Winter 1997): 699-
708.

See International Index to Black Periodicals (A-Z Databases) for additional material.

NEWSPAPER ARTICLES

Gray, Kristin. “Saartjie Baartman: A Symbol of Suffering and Beauty,” Afro-American
Red Star (Washington, DC), v.117, no.7 (Sept. 27-Oct. 3, 2008): B3.

Schlichenmeyer, Terri. “African Queen: The Real Life of the Hottentot Venus,” The
Tennessee Tribune, v.18, no.5 (Feb. 1, 2007): C5.

White, Talia. “’Voyeurs de Venus’ Explores a Troubling Racial Legacy,” The Boston
Banner, v.44, no.13 (Nov. 6, 2008): 25-26.

See Ethnic NewsWatch (A-Z Databases) for additional material.

WEB SITES

BuaNews Online. 15 March 2009. < http://www.buanews.gov.za/index.html|>.
This South African government news service is published by the Government

Communication and Information System (GCIS).
Recent articles are about a vessel named in honor of Sara Baartman.

Saartjie Baartman Centre for Women & Children. 15 March 2009.
<http://www.saartjiebaartmancentre.org.za>.
Cape Town, South Africa.
“Qur vision is the creation of a safe and secure society and a human rights culture
where women and children are empowered to exercise their full rights.”
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